


Greetings from Sky Mountain Wild! 
 

As the days grow longer and the grass greens, the horses run. After a cold snowy 
winter spent conserving energy, they are on the move. They roll to shed the last of itchy 
winter coats, browse through sage and wild flowers and water together at the creek. We 
hope this finds you all enjoying the spring season of renewal and the growth it brings. 

The sanctuary is growing as well. We have a beautiful new look to our website 
thanks to Miriam Hill of Fine Art Graphics and Board Secretary John Verheul. We have 
welcomed new human members and appreciate gifts made in honor of others. Look for 
us on Facebook under “causes”, or in the news through our website link. We launched 
our Happy Birthday Starlight Campaign on Starlight’s second birthday, May 27, 2009 to 
celebrate the birthday of our first sanctuary foal and to invite more members to join. 
Starlight’s birthday list is: 1. more playmates, 2. more playmates, 3. more playmates, so 
we are raising funds to adopt additional horses this year and provide a haven for more 
unadoptable mustangs. We’ll keep you updated on our efforts through our website, 
Facebook, and the fall newsletter. 

Our strategic partnership with the US Forest Service and Mt. Taylor Mustangs 
has resulted in a major change in how wild horses are managed here in New Mexico. 
Find more information on this in Board Vice President Teresa Jacob’s article on a 
following page. Our work treating horses with PZP is in keeping with our mission to 
work for the humane treatment of all mustangs and to keep wild horses wild. 

Our long term vision for the sanctuary is a place where children can see wild 
horses play, enjoy wild lands, and learn about protecting both. Thank you to our 
youngest members Ani and Myla van Lynde for their artwork included in this newsletter, 
and to Nate and Grace Cannizzo for naming Starlight upon his arrival.  

It was my privilege recently to spend an afternoon remembering Nancy Kassel 
with her family and friends, including daughters Nicky and Tash, grandchildren, and 
friend Tres Hunter. Nancy was a true horse and animal lover, and we are honored to 
have received a generous donation from the memorial fund established in her name. We 
are very grateful to all of you for building a community for the horses and the sanctuary 
and for bringing new friends to Sky Mountain Wild.  

I wish you wonderful summer days ahead. 
Best, 

 
 

 

We invite you to become a member of the sanctuary through our 
“Wild Humans for Wild Horses” Membership Campaign. We invite 

current members to share our newsletter with others. 

Our long-term vision for the sanctuary is permanent range of at least tens of 
thousands of acres in northern New Mexico where wild horses run free 
throughout their lives. We provide a safe, permanent refuge for wild horses 
rounded up and removed from their home territories here in New Mexico and in 
the future, from other states. Our intention is to share the sanctuary by 
developing adventures including summer camps for kids with a special focus on 
children in foster care, and tours for sanctuary members and others interested in 
wild horses, wildlife, and the environment. 

Name: __________________________ 

Address:_________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

Phone:__________________________ 

 
E-Mail:_____________________________ 

 
 

___ $50     ___$100      ___$250 
 

___$500    ___$1000   ___other 
 
 

Please make checks payable to: 
Sky Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary 

1329 Canyon Rd. 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 

 
We respect your privacy, and Sky Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary does not sell or 

otherwise share our donor information. 
Contributions are tax deductible. 

Thank you for helping to keep wild horses running free! 

We at Sky Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary believe that through 
creating connections between wildlife, wild habitat, 

and humans, a better world is possible. 
 
 

The mission of Sky Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary 
is to provide a refuge for wild horses, enabling them to 
remain free and wild throughout their lives. Through 
research and education, the sanctuary promotes the 

humane treatment of wild horses, protection of 
their habitat, and seeks to further understanding of 

wild horses and our environment wild horses and our environment

Karen

Sky Mountain Makes Wild Horse History 
PZP administered on federal forestland for first time 

 
In March we made history when Karen Herman of the Sanctuary and Dan 

Elkins of Mt. Taylor Mustangs treated wild horses with Porcine Zona Pellucida 
(PZP), marking the first use of PZP for wild horses on Forest Service lands in the 
country.  Over the past year, the sanctuary has fostered a strong working 
relationship with Anthony Madrid, Wild Horse Coordinator for the Carson 
National Forest.  Through a partnership with Anthony and Dan, Sky Mountain is 
contributing to more humane wild horse management in New Mexico, including 
the introduction of innovative solutions such as the implementation of a PZP 
project.  Sky Mountain’s use of PZP reflects the sanctuary’s commitment to 
providing private range for our sanctuary horses that have been gathered by the 
Forest Service while promoting longer-term, sustainable solutions for wild horse 
management that keep wild horses in the wild.  

PZP is an immunocontraceptive derived from pig ovum that was 
developed by the Science & Conservation Center in Billings, Montana, specifically 
for use in wildlife.  PZP is particularly suited for use with wild horses because it is 
safe and ninety percent effective, does not alter individual horse or herd social 
behavior, can be delivered remotely, reducing stress for the horses, is safe for 
pregnant mares, and the contraceptive effect is reversible. Karen received 
training on how to mix and administer PZP at the Science & Conservation Center.  
In early March, Karen and Dan treated mares from the Jicarilla Wild Horse 
Territory, the first use of PZP in New Mexico and for the US Forest Services. 
These horses were then released back into the wild. In keeping with Sky 
Mountain’s non-breeding policy, our sanctuary horses were treated in April.   
The PZP project has received praise and attention from local and national press 
as well as advocates for wild horses.  The U.S. Humane Society is tracking the 
progress on the project.  Sky Mountain will continue the PZP project over the 
course of the next year with grants of $35,000 received from several 
foundations. This generous funding will allow for treatment of approximately 40 
more horses and will contribute to Sky Mountain’s vision for wild horses in New 
Mexico—the shift in wild horse management policy from current gather and 
removal strategies to full implementation of PZP so that horses can remain in the 
wild for generations to come.  For more information about PZP and to read a 
recent article about Sky Mountain’s work in the Santa Fe New Mexican, please 
visit our web site at www.skymountainwild.org. By Teresa Jacobs, VP, Sky 
Mountain Wild Horse Sanctuary. 


